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I read about this book in a WCC Communication and enquired whether the United Reformed Church (URC) bookshop would stock it. They weren't going to. I tried the Mennonite Centre in Highgate where we have Network of Christian Peace Organisations (NCPO) meetings and they agreed to get it. This took a long time because it's one of The Studies in the Believers Church Tradition series published in Ontario Canada. It took a long time to read because the notes are in tiny print and require a magnifying glass in poor light.

It's ten years since I attended as a visitor the eighth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Harare, Zimbabwe where Fernando Enns tabled a motion that the World Council designate 2001-2010 as the Decade to Overcome Violence. In this book he presents the theological foundations underlying his call for the churches of the world to work towards overcoming violence. There are only two years left.

Fernando Enns is currently the Director of the Institute for Peace Church Theology at the University of Hamburg Germany where he teaches Theology and Ethics. He is a Mennonite pastor. In this book he urges all Christian churches to heed the call to peace and nonviolence. 

In the Foreword Konrad Raiser, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches commends this piece of original research and urges that his findings should be taken seriously for developing a theology and ethic of peace-making and furthering the Decade. He believes it will stimulate further ecumenical dialogue between the historic peace churches and other churches in the fellowship of the World Council of Churches.

James Reimer in the Preface tells us that Fernando Enns was born in Brazil and educated in Germany. His work challenges the so-called Believers' Church and the Peace Churches to reflect on ecclesiology. So in Chapter One, Enns argues that ethics and ecclesiology belong together and advocates a strong Trinitarian foundation for this. In Chapter Two, Enns describes the "Historic Peace Church" self-understanding of the Free Church.

I was on more familiar ground in Chapter Three based on John Howard Yoder's understanding of the church as a discipled community of Christ, grounded in a Christocentric theology of the cross and the non-violent way of Jesus.

In Chapter Four comes the prophetic voice of the Historic Peace Churches within the World Council of Churches. Chapter Five analyses the recent bi-lateral dialogues Mennonites have had with Baptist, Lutheran, Roman Catholics and Reformed. This is the most relevant part of the book to the URC Peace Fellowship. The new dimension of violence in a nuclear age has heightened interest among the Reformed to inquire into active nonviolence as represented by the Mennonite tradition. The Reformed suspect the Mennonite tradition doesn't really assume responsibility for a just society. Mennonites suspect the Reformed tradition gives up too quickly on biblical principles in favour of necessities of the moment. The Reformed maintain that in a fallen world where violence is used, the church can't interpret violence as unmitigated evil. Mennonites are a protest movement as persecuted pacifists. Today the Reformed pay more attention to the church's integrity as a confessing, healing community. The Mennonites participate more fully in the prevailing society and culture challenged to responsible public action.

The last Chapter Six calls for a greater involvement of the Peace Churches in ecumenical dialogue. I suppose that's what we do in NCPO.

